Analysis of “The last cab ride“

[bookmark: _GoBack]	“The last cab“ tells the story of a taxi driver, who drives around an old woman through the city, during which she takes a last look at her world, as she is close to death. Despite being rather simple and short, the story still manages to communicate important messages and lets the taxi driver`s actions inspire one to equal kindness.
	The way that the taxi driver deals with the situation is quite inspiring, as he acts selflessly by allowing the woman to visit the locations of her life, even though he did not gain anything tangible from it. He does this from the goodness of his heart. For example, his reaction to turn off the taxi meter robs him off a large sum of money, yet he does so anyway, as he believes that is what the right thing to do is. This mind-set is demonstrated by his decision to go to the doors of his passengers if there is no obvious danger. This is not necessary and no other taxi driver would have told him off if he would just drive after a few minutes, yet the taxi driver puts his moral standards over what is easy and goes out of the way to be kind. This demonstrated backbone, the will to stand up for one’s beliefs and moral standards, is something we all should inspire to have.
	The taxi driver also reinforces that the greatest joy in life is giving. He gives the woman the chance to finish off with the journey of her life, with the memories of the past and see her city one last time. As the taxi driver says at the end, “great moments often catch us unaware” and for him driving the woman is such a moment, which has a great impact on him, as he is unable to take any other passengers that day, as he is submerged in vivid thoughts. That he took part in such a defining moment shaped him and all because he had the patience to drive around an old woman through her life. His patience is what touched our hearts, as his caring for what he actually does as a job and who he is driving and his commitment to help the woman on the final part of her journey is what makes him one of the unsung heroes people do not talk about yet everyone knows exist. This attitude is one of the main things to take with one from this story, an attitude that can be summarised by the words “paying it forward”.
	This story tells the tale of going out of one`s way to help others. This behaviour is such a rarity nowadays that one seemingly always has to do this oneself to witness it. This tale, however, shows that there is still always hope, that there are in fact these heroes. But to assume that only some have the skills to be such a hero is missing the main message of the story. A taxi driver had it in him and so do we all. We just need to act on it. A saying goes that at the end of life, one does not regret one’s mistakes but the things one did not do. And this tale encourages us to act on the kindness in our hearts.
	This concept can be applied anywhere in life. There are many opportunities around you to make a difference the way this taxi driver did. It could be as simple as helping someone who is struggling with too many bags, to holding doors open for someone else, to stopping fights from happening at your school. One might think that that short term assistance is all you provided, however what you actually did is touch their hearts and you may have inspired them to do the same to others as well. 
The wonderful thing about selfless giving is that it is contagious. No matter how dark and mean-spirited someone is, your kindness will eventually get through to them and they will change for the better. And you will feel satisfied more than when you score an “A” on an exam, more than when you win the race you worked so hard for. Just because you just did something awesome for no other reason except that you can.	

Food for thought:
· Can you think today of something you can do to a stranger that will help them?
· If yes, what is holding you from doing it?
· Do you normally do Acts of Kindness because you have to or because you feel you want to help?
· Do you think you can get with your friends and convince them to do something for others altogether?
· What are you waiting for?
